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GCSE English Literature: The Study of Linked Texts
‘Macbeth’ & ‘A Christmas Carol’
Moderation: Summer 2014

Booklet 2 of 2

Option 2: Theme Based

Assignment Title

 (a) Discuss the hopes and dreams in ‘Macbeth’. How do they

reflect the time in which the play was written?
(b) Discuss the hopes and dreams in ‘A Christmas Carol’ (completed already √). 

Compare these with the hopes and dreams in ‘Macbeth.’
Unit 3: The Study of Linked Texts [25%]
They must complete production of the pieces for final assessment under formal supervision. 
Time Limit                       Production of the pieces for final assessment: 2 hours 30
minutes maximum.
Candidates should use 1 hour for part (a) of the task and the remaining 1 hour 30 minutes for part (b).
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What are the HOPES AND DREAMS in ‘Macbeth’?
	Find an appropriate quote to go alongside each explanation.


	How does this reflect the time in which the play was written?

	Before he meets the witches, Macbeth’s main hope and purpose is to serve as a loyal soldier in King Duncan’s army. He would have respected the King as he had been appointed by God.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

	Religion was one of the most important things in the Middle Ages (when the play is set) and all things existed for the Glory of God. Religious thinkers in the Middle Ages had upheld the idea of 'The Great Chain of Being'. This was the belief that God had designed an ordered system for both nature and humankind within which every creature and person had an allotted place. It was considered an offence against God for anyone to try to alter their station in life. After death, however, all would be raised in the kingdom of heaven, if they respected God's will. Since royal rank was bestowed by God, it was a sin to aspire to it. This doctrine – a convenient one for King James – was still widely held in Shakespeare's day.



	Initially, Macbeth was feared and respected as a soldier. At this stage, Macbeth possessed many attributes becoming to a king: courageous, honourable, ruthless, respected, etc.  He is loyal to his King (at this early stage) and is rewarded for his loyalty. His only hope at this stage is that Scotland will beat the Norwegians and that he will make his country proud.
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
	 This play was written in 1606 when King James was on the throne. The plays which he wrote during James's reign are darker and more cynical than those written in the Elizabethan period, reflecting the insecurities of the Jacobean period. Guy Fawkes and his men tried to blow up James and his parliament in 1605. The conspirators were betrayed, and horribly tortured on the rack until they confessed. They were then executed in the most brutal fashion as a warning to other would-be traitors. Shakespeare's play ‘Macbeth’ is to some extent a cautionary tale, warning any other potential regicides (king-killers) of the awful fate that will inevitably overtake them. 

	Once Macbeth hears the witches’ prophecies he is intrigued at the idea that he may become King. Even at this stage we can see that he has hopes to be King.
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

	King James was interested in the supernatural, and had written a paper called ‘Daemonologie’ on the subject. He is known to have been directly involved in some witch trials at North Berwick. Women were regularly burnt as witches, and Shakespeare presents his witches as powerful and evil emissaries of the devil. In his day, the majority of the general public, too, believed in witches and the power of the supernatural, and the witch scenes would have been taken very seriously. Both Macbeth and the audience would have believed the witches’ prophecies.

	Lady Macbeth receives a letter from her husband hearing of the witches’ prophecies. She immediately decides that she will do all in her power to convince her husband to seize this opportunity of greatness. We see that she hopes for great things for her husband, and therefore herself, but she does not have much hope in Macbeth’s nature, so she places the onus upon herself to drive this plan forward. 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
	Women at this time would have been subservient to their fathers and husbands. Lady Macbeth, from the onset, is depicted as controlling and exerts a power over her husband which would have been unusual at that time. She would not have been able to achieve her hopes and dreams of greatness by herself, but is able to achieve it through her husband. 

	Lady Macbeth hopes to be more like a man: ruthless, cruel and ambitious. In order to achieve this she requests the supernatural to help her banish her feminine traits and replace them with masculine qualities.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
	There would have been much stricter gender stereotypes or ideals at that time compared to nowadays. Women were expected to be pious, innocent and gentle. Lady Macbeth hopes to subvert these gender roles in order to push her husband into achieving what has been foretold. This shows the chaos and tragedy which can ensue when the status quo is disrupted and disorder takes over.

	Immediately after Macbeth kills Duncan we see that he regrets doing it. His hope now is that Duncan was still alive.
____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
	He realises what a great crime he has committed. It was considered an offence against God for anyone to try to alter their station in life. So he realises that he has not only committed a crime against Duncan, but also against God.


	Macbeth has become king, as he and his wife had hoped. However, he is not happy or secure in his position, as characters such as Banquo and Macduff suspect him of foul play and he also recalls the witches’ prophecy about Banquo’s descendants. He decides that he must remove all possible threats to his position.

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
	All kings were very much aware of possible challenges to their power base, and, in order to stay on the throne long enough to leave a legacy, needed the ability to identify and eliminate those who would challenge them.

	Macbeth is given false hopes by the witches and clings to their prophecies as an assurance that he would not be defeated. He was told that he would not be defeated until Birnam Wood marched on Dunsinane. As well, Macbeth was told he could not be defeated by any man born of a woman. 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

	The primary attributes of what historians have judged as "successful" kings during the European Middle Ages (when the play is set) would have included ruthlessness. Macbeth is led to believe by the witches that he does not have anyone to fear and he is ruthless in his treatment of his enemies (e.g. the slaughter of Macduff’s family).

	Lady Macbeth’s dreams are affected by her guilt as sleep is for the innocent. She keeps a light by her side constantly and wishes to return to God. Her hopes to be lacking in remorse and cruelty have not been fulfilled and she is tormented by her guilt over the murder of Duncan.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

	See notes in first box about religion. She has committed a sin against God and will therefore never be at peace.

	Lady Macbeth gives up all hope and commits suicide. She wishes to return to God and lightness. Her hopes of benefiting from turning to the dark side have ended in tragedy for her.

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

	Also shows the importance of religion and adhering to God’s will.

	Macbeth reveals before the final fight takes place, that he has given up all hope and it would appear that he has resigned himself to dying. He realises that the witches have deceived him.

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________


	Same as for his wife and religion.

	Macbeth’s hopes to continue reigning are finally destroyed when the true meaning of the prophecies is revealed. At first, when Malcolm’s army marched upon Dunsinane disguised as trees from Birnam Wood, Macbeth still clung to the second prophecy and was convinced he could not be defeated. His final hope was dashed however, when he found out  that Macduff was born by a Caesarean section, and therefore not technically born of a woman. Macbeth then realizes he has been foolish and overconfident.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

	See notes about witches. At that time people would have blamed witches for many disasters and chaos, so Macbeth now shows that he has been foolish to listen to supernatural beings. He should have ignored them and his life would not have ended in tragedy. This is a warning to the audience to stay close to God and not to be swayed from that path by supernatural beings.

	Look in your English book and at your homeworks. Can you think of one more example of hopes and dreams which has not already been discussed?
	

	
	


What am I allowed to use during my controlled assessment?

• unannotated copies of the stimulus texts;

• dictionaries and thesauri; and

• grammar and spell check programs.
Assessment Objectives for this task.

What do they mean? (1 & 4 = part A – 1, 3 & 4 = part B)
AO1 Respond to texts critically and imaginatively; select and evaluate relevant textual

detail to illustrate and support interpretations. 

AO3 Make comparisons and explain links between texts
, evaluating writers’ different

ways of expressing meaning and achieving effects.

AO4 Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts
; explain how texts

have been influential and significant to self and other readers in different

contexts and at different times.

Planning your section A

In this part of the essay, use the following terms:

· Playwright

· Shakespeare

· Jacobean audience

· King James

· Play

· The audience sees …
· (name of the character) is seen …
· Stage directions

· Character

· Act

· Scene

· Chaos

· Disorder

· The Supernatural

· Context

· Tragedy

· Hopes

· Dreams

· Theme

· Ambition

· False hopes

· Destroyed hopes

How to write your introduction
· make sure your introduction displays an understanding of ‘Macbeth’ 

· it should closely link to the question.
For example,

William Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ was written during an unstable period in the history of the English monarchy. In 1605, one year before ‘Macbeth’ was written, Guy Fawkes and his men had tried to blow up King James and his Parliament in the Gunpowder Plot. 
Consequently, the tragedy of ‘Macbeth’ is a cautionary tale, where Macbeth and his wife’s hopes and dreams 
for the ‘golden round’ 
result in their downfall. The play warns potential regicides of the awful fate that will inevitably await them if they should act on their unnatural hopes to seize power. 
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TASK: Write your own introduction which 

1. Includes the name of the playwright

2. Includes the name of the play

3. Refers to the main characters

4. Shows awareness of historical context

5. Links to the question.

PEER ASSESSMENT:

Ask your partner to read your introduction and number the parts of your essay where the criteria are addressed e.g. underline and number (1) the part where Shakespeare’s name is included.

You should do the same to their work. 

RE-WRITE:

If you have missed out any of the five points you must re-draft your work to include them.

The Main Body

• You should use PEE, analysing language, structure and form and

how they relate to the overall meaning/the question – this

should be “sophisticated” and “critical” – show a range of

interpretations and say why the interpretation you agree with

is stronger than the rest

• Choose your quotes CAREFULLY – you are persuading the

examiner of your interpretation of the text so you should

choose strong, relevant quotations to support your arguments

TASK: Planning your main body. (I have left enough space under each relevant point for you to write in practice sentences – 1, 6, 7, 8 & 9).
1. Choose five of the points from your ‘Hopes and Dreams’ table.

Write one in here
2. Try to have a balance of points about Macbeth, Lady Macbeth and one other character.

3. Each one of these will be a paragraph.

4. Decide upon which order to discuss them.

5. Each paragraph should follow a similar format.

6. Use a linking word from the table below to start your paragraph.

Circle one

	To link paragraphs which show agreement
	Firstly,
	Secondly,
	Furthermore,
	In addition to this,

	
	
	Moreover,
	Also,
	Lastly,

	To introduce a paragraph which shows a different side
	However,
	In contrast,
	Conversely, 
	On the other hand,


7. Then discuss your interpretation of the particular hope / dream. 

Explain what your point is.

8. Use relevant, supporting quotation and explain its significance.

How do I include a quotation?
There are two methods which you will need to know.

Macbeth feels threatened by Banquo’s presence
:

We have scorch’d the snake, not kill’d it:

She’ll close and be herself; whilst our poor malice 

Remains in danger of her former tooth. (3.2.13-15
).

· If the quote is more than three lines long in the actual play, then it must be set off as a block quote (see above).
· You do not need quotation marks.

· The lines should appear exactly as they do in the play.
If you are quoting less than three lines, then you can include it in your sentence as normal, but the citation remains the same.


example: Macbeth sends murderers to kill Banquo as he feels that they have yet to remove all that stands in their way, “We have scorch’d the snake, not kill’d it: /
 She’ll close and be herself;” (3.2.13-14).

Write in below the quotation which you will use for your first paragraph. Remember to use the correct format.

Get your partner to check that you have followed the correct procedure.
9. You must also explain how this particular hope or dream relates to the historical (which historical events were happening) or social (what society was like at that time e.g. for women) context in which the play was written.

Relate your point to the context. How did the time period influence this theme / event / character in the play?

· Phrases to use: During the Jacobean period …

· Throughout the reign of King James …

· Jacobean society would have expected / viewed …
· Shakespeare’s society was very different to that of today as …
Writing your Conclusion
• Summarise your opinion of the question, using the evidence

you have analysed in the main body to help form your overall

understanding of the question

• Clearly address the question and answer it directly

• Use ‘therefore’/’as we can see’/’in conclusion’

• Two or three sentences will be enough
TASK: WRITE YOUR CONCLUSION.
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In conclusion, the tragedy of the Macbeths is that they allow their hopes and dreams for greatness to lead them to a destination where ‘Nought’s had, all’s spent, / Where our desire is got without content;’ (3.2.6-7). Shakespeare shows that selfish ambition and dreams obtained by destroying the world’s natural order can only end in suffering for those who dare go against God’s will.
Try your own now:

YOU SHOULD NOW AIM TO WRITE A COMPLETE ROUGH DRAFT / PLAN BEFORE YOUR ASSESSED CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT.
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What are the comparisons between ‘Macbeth’ and
 ‘A Christmas Carol’.

1. Read this extended answer and highlight the sections which are related to hopes and dreams.
William Shakespeare's ‘Macbeth’, and Charles Dickens' ‘A Christmas Carol’ parallel each other on many levels. ‘Macbeth’ is a play that describes the rise and fall of a ruler who believes nothing can harm him. Macbeth seeks to attain power whenever possible, not caring whom he hurts or what he destroys in the process. ‘A Christmas Carol’ is also about the rise and fall of a town leader, the richest man in town, Ebenezer Scrooge. Scrooge's hope for wealth and power is illustrated and the reader can see how too much ambition can plague a man until it's too late. Their hopes and dreams shape their destinies: for Scrooge; there is redemption, but for Macbeth; there is a most tragic ending.

We see an obvious similarity in both works of literature in the beginning. Both Macbeth and Scrooge receive supernatural guests. Macbeth is visited by a trio of foul witches, after a long and exhausting battle with the Norwegian army. These witches predict that Macbeth will become king of Scotland and Banquo, Macbeth's partner, shall beget a line of Scottish kings.  Scrooge is visited by the ghost of his deceased partner, Jacob Marley and then by three spirits: the ghosts of Christmas past, present and yet to come. In Macbeth’s case the witches set fire to his ambition and a desire to become king. These hopes and dreams bring about his downfall. However, the spirits in ‘A Christmas Carol’ cause Scrooge to reconsider his ambition and he reassesses what is important in his life, and his selfish desires are replaced by a hope to help others. Through these changes Scrooge obtains redemption, so although both main characters undergo a change regarding their hopes and dreams, these changes bring about a downfall in one and rebirth for the other. 

Also, the theme of dreams runs throughout both texts. ‘Macbeth’ pronounces after the murder of Duncan that “Methought I heard a voice cry ‘Sleep no more! / Macbeth does murder sleep’ - the innocent sleep,” (2.2.35-36). Lady Macbeth is tormented by her guilt and sleepwalks throughout the night before taking her own life. Similarly, Scrooge’s sleep is disrupted by three ghosts and after he is first visited by Marley’s ghost he asks himself ‘Was it a dream or not?’ Consequently, it would appear that their sleep and hence their dreams are disrupted due to their selfish deeds.
Furthermore, both ‘Macbeth’ and ‘A Christmas Carol’ are similar because they show how the hunger for wealth and power can destroy lives, whether it's in Shakespeare's time, or that of Dickens. Macbeth’s dreams to be king and Scrooge’s desire for money both destroy their relationships and ultimately, their own happiness. Fortunately for Scrooge, his supernatural visitations show him the error of his ways and he learns to be a better person before it is too late. Unfortunately for Macbeth, it is his supernatural visitors who lead him deeper and deeper into his darkest desires, from which there is no return.
Lastly, both texts show through these main characters that hopes and dreams for power or money are usually to the detriment of others and the individual themselves. Macbeth’s bring about chaos and disorder to Scotland as a whole, as well as devastating individual families e.g. that of Macduff. Through this both promote an ideal where consideration of others and society as a whole is the way forward. They serve as a warning to those who would allow their selfish dreams and ambitions to be achieved at the expense of others and encourages the reader / audience to see that there are greater rewards when a less selfish approach to life is adopted.
1. Consider the statements which you have underlined. 

2. Number each one.

3. [image: image11.jpg]


Write out a quote which could be used to accompany each statement. Quotes have already been used in the third paragraph, so you do not need to find any for it.
(b) Discuss the hopes and dreams in ‘A Christmas Carol’ (completed already √). 

FINAL SECTION

Compare these with the hopes and dreams in ‘Macbeth.’
Comparing (looking at the similarities) ‘A Christmas Carol’ and ‘Macbeth’

1. Look at your completed essay for Section B part i (hopes and dreams in ‘A Christmas Carol’.

2. Summarise each of the hopes and dreams in a separate box on the right.

3. Think about how this links to ‘Macbeth’ and write in the comparison on the corresponding box on the right.

	Hopes and Dreams in ‘A Christmas Carol’
	Hopes and Dreams in ‘Macbeth’

	
	


Assessment Objectives for this part of the task.

What do they mean? (1 & 4 = part A – 1, 3 & 4 = part B)
AO1 Respond to texts critically and imaginatively; select and evaluate relevant textual

detail to illustrate and support interpretations. 
AO3 Make comparisons and explain links between texts, evaluating writers’ different

ways of expressing meaning and achieving effects.

AO4 Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts; explain how texts

have been influential and significant to self and other readers in different

contexts and at different times.

Linking words to use when making comparisons (similarities)
· Both of their hopes change as they learn from the supernatural.
· Both have hopes and dreams for ambition.

· Hopes and dreams change throughout both texts
· Hopes of ambition destroy their sense of loyalty
· There are a range of similarities shared by the two texts in relation to hopes and dreams

· In comparison,

· In addition to this,

· Furthermore,

· There is a link / association / similarity between
_______________________________________________________________________________
Writing a good comparative essay

A good comparative essay is like a multi-layered sandwich:

· BREAD - A new point.

· FILLING A - How one of your chosen texts illustrates this point.

· FILLING B - How your other chosen texts illustrates this point.

· BREAD - Your conclusion about this point.

This is what the examiners call cross-referencing - you talk about both texts all the way through your answer.
Complete one example of this technique on the following page: 
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Similarity: In relation to hopes and dreams both texts illustrate that _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Example from ‘A Christmas Carol’.




Conclusion about this point.


Writing this section.
You begin with your introduction which

· Refers to the words in the question i.e. hopes and dreams.

· Refers to the comparisons which can be made.

e.g.

Although ‘Macbeth’ and ‘A Christmas Carol’ belong to different genres, the two texts share a range of similarities in relation to the theme of hopes and dreams.

· Cover at least four similarities between the two texts. 

· Link the comparisons with the phrases from page 17.

· Use a quote from each text to support each point you make.

· Take a new paragraph for each new point and use discourse markers to tie your ideas together.

· Finish with a conclusion which summarises the main comparisons between the two texts.

What are the similarities in ‘Macbeth’ and ‘A Christmas Carol’ in relation to hopes and dreams?











New point





Example from ‘Macbeth’.








�Relevant quotation must be included to support your comment. You must also explain its significance / meaning.


�You must discuss the ways in which the two texts are SIMILAR. You must also discuss how they present these similarities in different ways.


�You must explain what life was like when the text was written / set. Relevant biographical details about the author can also be included. Explore the significance of the text to the audience at that time and for contemporary audiences.


�Once you have completed a rough draft check if you have used all of these words / phrases.


�AO4 – text related to its historical context.


�Closely links to the question.


�Quotation chosen to support your point.


�Introduce the quotation with a colon :


�Put the act number, scene number and line numbers in brackets at the end.


� / Must be used to indicate the end of a line if you are using a quotation less than three lines. It requires a space before and after the / .
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